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FOREIGN RADIOBROADCASTING RECEPTION POTENTIAL IN.ALBANZA®

Summazy

The aggregate redicbroadcasting reception bese in Albeniea is very
gmall. Although Albania is o small compact country with a population of
approximetely 1.2 million, there 4s only 1 radicbroadcast recefver for
every 63 persons. Its trensmission base is small, although probebly
adequate for the aresa to be covered., Relatively little fareign effort ie
made to resch the small nunber of recelvers located in the country, mainly

in the urbapn and suburban sreasg.

S8ince Uorld VWar I¥ the radicbrosdcasting organization has gone through
a number of changes, sapperently to achieve tighter control of facilities
and program content. Albania depends principally upon other Soviet Bloc
countries for radio equipment and technicol assistence. Neither television
nor frequency modulation (FM) broadcesting hes yet been sterted there, nor
is there evidence thet such systems are in the planning stage.

Unlike moegt of the other Soviet Bloc countries, Albania thus far hos
done little toward radiocfication®® of the country through wire-diffusioniie
brosdcast disgtribution or even through groar listening. Measures to pre-..
vent listening to non-Soviet Bloc brosdcasts through the use of independent
radiobroadcast receivers tend to restrict such listening or to drive it
underground. Confiscation of recelivers has occurred in isolated cases; but
there hes been no pgenerel confiscation. The effort expended on Jjamming
egtern radicbroadcaste is slight by comparison with the effort expended in

¥ This report contains information aveilable as of 1 January 1954,

#i Radiofication (radiofikatsiya) is & gereral Russion term meaning the
development of radio on the consumer. side, thus including the monufacture
and distribution of radiobroadcast recelvers and loudspeakers as well as the
organization of listening.
Wt Yire-diffusion rodio ie & system of loudspeakers which are connected to
a. central program distribution point by efther telephone circuits or by special
strung-wire lines. -The program distribution points are, in turn, connected to
the broadcasting station by etther wire lines or, in the case of small places
and remote areas, by radicbrosdcast receiving unitg. In effect; it is State
" control of progrem and station selection.

79-01 093A0004001 30001-0
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other countries of the Boviet Bloc. Apparently, most of the approximately
20,000 receivers in Albanie cen receive high frequencies (short waves).

The better recelvers are, for the most part, located in the urban areas

and are In the hands of the higher Income sociel levels. The few receivers
availeble to the lower income Tural populece apparently are relatively
insensitive inexpensive crystal sets. :

Some non-Boviet Bloc radiobrosdcast reception is taking plece, perhaps
on ‘& narrow base, but there are indications thet this base is apprecisbly
broedened through word-of-mouth distribution. It is egtimated that Albania
will slowly improve its domestic radiobroadcasting service, chiefly through
expansion of reception facilities, and at the same time attempt to lmprove
ita control over listening in order better to develop the moods, thinking,
end behavior of the populace slong commmist lines.

'¥. Trenemfssion Facilities of Foreign Broadcasters to Albanis.

Latest availeble figures indicate that there are approximately 36.75
weekly program hours being broedcast to Albania by foreign broadcasters.
In total number of original program hours broedcast directly to Albanie,
non-Soviet Bloc countries exceed the Hoviet Bloc by approximately 3 times,
with a total of 19.5 hours weekly for the Western democracies and B hours
for Yugoslavia, agsinst 9.25 hours for the USSR and Bulgaria. These are
originel hours and do not include rebroadcast hours. Repeat broasdecasts of .
VoA (Voice of Americe) and Volce of Free Albanie progrems further increase
the total of Western broadcast transmiseion time to 45 hours weekly. This ie
somevhet counterbalenced, however, by 3.75 hours weekly of Moscow~-originated
programs which are broadcast by Albanien stations as a part of the Albanian
Home Service. Table 1# ghows the breekiown of these programs by country arnd

mumbers of frequencies.employed.
A. Redio Free Europe {(RFE).

Since 1 Cctober 1953, RFE has not transmitted any progrems in the
Albanian lengusge. Up to 1 October 1953 the general service of RFE trans-
‘mitted progrems in Albanian utilizing one 50-kilowatt (kv) transmitter on
6,095 kilocyeles {ke) and ope 10-kw transmitter on 7,300 ke locsted at
Biblis, Germany. Theae broadcasts, comprised of newe, news comuentary, and
misic vere tranemitted daily st 1845 to 1915 Greenvich Mesn Time (GMT) and
were repeated in full at 2015 to 2045 GMT and in part from 2345 to 0000 GMT.

¥ Tobie 1 follows on P 3.

Qan

e U e s A .
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Table 1

.Reported Forei,gnBroadcaste to Albania: f#eekly Program Hours and
'~ Iumber of Frequencies Used 1/#
Fall 1953 .

Nurber of Freguencies

Original Weekly ‘
Originating Netion  _Program Hours  High &/  Medtum b/ and Low &/
USSR  7.50 3 )
Bulgario. | 1.75 2 L
Tugoslavia 8.00 5 P
UK 5.25 L ' 1
. Greece _ . .75 7 g
s (voa) 3.50 5 0
Clandegtine
(probably Greece) 3,50 "5

2. High frequencies extend from 3,000 to 30,000 kulocycles and. are often
referred to as ghort waves.

b. Medium freguencies extend from 300 to 3,000 kilocycles and are ofl:en
referred to as medium vaves,

c. ILov frequenciees extend from 30 to 300 kilocycles and ave often re-
ferred to os long waves.

These propgrams vere prepered in New York and relayed to Biblis for trene-
rigsion. This service reportedly has beendiscontinued because of finoncisl
and technicel difficulties. 2/

B. Voilce of America {VOA).

VOA originates two 15-minute daily programs (3.5 hours weekly) in the
Albsnian langusge. For the most part these programs originate in New York,
but some news programs originate in VOA's Mmich Radio Center. These programs,
feanturing chiefly news and commentary, are broedcast from 1715 to 1730 GMT

¥ Tootnote references in era’bic numerals are to sources listed in Appendix C.'

w3
S=E~C-R-E-T
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and from 2015 to 2030 GMT simultaneocusly by transmitters in the Eastern UB;
Tangler, North Africe; and Manich, Germony, employing simulteneously fram
T to 9 high frequencies and 1 medium frequency. Repeat broedcasts of the -
original programs on both high and medium frequencies, both from trene-
mitters in the US and from points in Burope, increase brosdeeasting time

to Albanie to 14 hours weekly. Detaills of VOA‘g progrem schedule to
Albenia are given in Tsble 2. ' :

Teble 2

Schedule of VOA Brosdcasts to Albanie 3/
13 September 1953 -

Time , Transmitting Frequencies

(cM1)  Program Contemt Iocstions {ke)
1715 to  Wews usA 17,760, 15,330
1730 News Features Tangler 15,150, 11,760, 9,635
Internationul Munich 7,250, 6,140, 6,080, 3,980,
Cormentary 1,195 -
1815 to Repest of 1715  USA 17,830, 17,795, 15, 165, 15,130
1830 to 1730 Tangier - 11,940, 9,500°
1845 to  Repeat of 1715 |
1900 to 1730  -Selonika 793,
2015 to  News USA - 17,795, 15,165, 15,130, 11,890, ‘9,65
2030 Fews Features Munteh 7,115, 6,140 ‘ :
International
Commentery " Tangier 11,870
2115 to  Repest of 2015 '
2130 to 2030 Munich 1,195
2240 to Repest of 2015  Courier 7,200, 6,015, 1,260
22hs5 to 2030 Tengler 11,940, 9,635, 9,545, 7,270, 7,235,
‘ 7,160
Ok30 to Repeat of 2015  Tangier . 11,940, 9,650, 9,635, 7,270, 7,160,
olLs to 2030 6,080 : '
1200 to  Repest of 2015 ‘ ' _
1215 to 2030 Tengier 15,345, 15,295, 11,760, 9,635
- b
S*E"C"'RsE"T
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D. ther Western Broadcasgters.

Ttaly; Votican City, and Gireece also broedcast programs to Albania.
These consist chiefly of news and nevs commentary in l5-minute broadcasts
for a total of 7.25 hours weekly. For theee pbogroms, Italy employs
4 high frequencies; Vaticen City, 4 high frequencies end 1 medium
frequency; and Greece, 1 high frequency. 5/ ‘

£, Anti-Commmnist Cla.ndéatine Broadcasts.

A clondestine station, the Voice of Fiee Albania, opersted by the
Nabional Committee for Free Albanie began operation in Scptember 1951. Ia
December 1951, direction-finder bearings indicated thot the transmitter vase
probably located in Greece. §/ It operastes on varjous frequencies of the
6-megecycle (me) band on fairly regular time schedules. Tts tranamission
from 0600 to 0630 GMT is usually repested from 1230 to 1300 GMT and from
1730 to 1800 GMT deily. Its programs consist of nevs and commentery and
indicate thet the operators of the station are well informed on conditlons
within Albania. T/

F. TForeign Communist Broadcasters.

~ Both the USSR and Bulgarie transmit progrems to Albenis. The USER
broodeasts 7.5 hours per veek and Bulgeris 1.75. The USSR employes 3 high
frequencies end 1 medium frequency, end Bulgerie employs 2 high frequencies
for the transmission of these brosdcasts. The programs from the USER con-
sist of nevs, nevs commentery, and features. The program from Bulgavia is
& dajly 15-minute news brosdcast. 8f :

Yugoslevie originates the lergest nuwber of total hours of original
progrems oddressed to Albenia of any foreign nation, producing 8 hours
weekly. Two high frequencies and 2 medium frequencies are employed in
these trensmissions. In addition to programs addressed directly to Albanisg,
Yugoslav broadcesting stations st Skolpje and Prishtine also broadcast on
medium frequencies mpproximately 14.5 hours weekly of their home sgervice
progrems in. the Albonien lengusge to serve the Albanian-speaking population
in Yugoslavia. Because of the geogrephical proximity of these transmitiers,

-EC-R-E-T
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they moy furnish some service within the territorial limits of
Albenie. 9f |

I¥. Albanian Brosdeasting System.

A. History and Orgenizetion of the System.

Albenis poseessed no radicbroudcast trensmitting factlities until
1938, vhen a trensmitter wes installed near Tirens. In 1939 the Albenian
Broadcesting Corporation, under Italien control, was formed., 10/

At the close of World Var II, Albenie was dominated by the
Comaunist-controlled National Liberation Front. On 10 Jexmary 1946, Albanis
was declared & People's Republie, and, on 14 March 1946, a nev constitution
wes adopted. 11/ As in other Soviet Bloe countries, all telecammmnicetions
facilities are ovmed and operated by the State. Between 1946 and 1953,
radicbroadcasting in Albenie oppesrs to have undergone nurerous orgoniza-~
tional shifts end changes. In 1947, all aspects of radiobrosdcasting were
Placed under the jurisdiction of the Muneging Comeittee of the State ‘
Broadeesting Orgenizetion. This comtittee vas an autonomous adminigtration
under the immediste direction of the Frime Minister. Autonomous sdministra-
tions, subordinate to the Menaging Committee, vere created in each locality
vhere broadeasting stations operated.  The responsibilities of the Managing
Committee included the organivaetion of the genersl services for broad-
cesting; program coordination, Plaming, mensgement of all broadcasting
stations; study of conditions apd technical standards, training of gtaff
and publication of technical lfiterature; mointaining relstions with foreign
countries in brosdcagting metiters; and liaison with Posts, Telegraph, end
Telephone (PIT) mensgements. 12/ _ S

in 1950 the broedcasting stations were reported to be owned and
operated by the Stete Rediocasting and Radiofication Enterprise, & State
agency. 13/ There vas slso reported to have been in exigtence & Genersl
Directorate of Broadcasting. 14/ Uhether these titles apply to the same
orgenivation or are successive titles to the same organi.ation, or whether
they represent seporste organizations is nob known. The Press and
Propagends Office is aleo believed to have hod some control of broadeasting

in 1950. 15/ :

In Decenber 1950 a Committee on Redlo Broadcasting, attached to the
Council of Ministers, was created. It owned and opereted the radicbroad.
casting tranemitting facilities. The chief function of the committee is
reported to be the "orgamization of radiocasting for the education, enter-
todmment, and redsing of the political, cultural and ertistic standards of
the mogses and for their mobilization in the performence of their duties

L S R R
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nssigned to them by the Pecple's Muthority." Other functions included
support in the creation of socieliem ond maintenance of contoct with
Albsniens in foreipn lands. 16/ “En 1950 the civil telecommnication
facilities were said.to be controlled by the Ministry of Commsmications,
Poste, Telegrophs, and Telephones. 17/ ‘

By lote 1952 the Minlstry of Commnicotions, Posts, Telegraphs,
and Telephones apparently hed been supplonted by a Ministry of Commnica-
tions, which at that time vas reported to have five departments, nemely,
Deportments of Railways, Lend Trangports; Supplies; Ports, Procurenent ;
end Telecommmications. The details of this reorgenivzation are not
aveildble. 18/ o

On 23 July 1953 a general governmental reorgenization included
the formation of a new Ministry of Trede and Commmications {merging the
former Ministries of Internal Trade, Foreign Trade and Communications)
and @ new Ministry of People's Education and Culture (merging the former
Ministry of People's Hiucaotion, the Commuittee for Arts emd Culture, the _
Committee for Brosdcasting, and the Cormittee for Ptiolic'ations)_« }_9/ This
reorgini. ation removed the Commitiee on Redio Broodcasting from direct
gupervision by the Councll of Minigters ond pleced it within the framework
of the nev Ministry of People's Education end Culbture. Whether or not it
maintaing operstional llalson with telecommunications components of the
Ministry of Trade aond Commmications ie not known.

The govermuient of Albanis, acting through the Committee on Radio-
brosdcasting, hog entered into agrecments providing for the exchenge of
progrem materizls with other Soviet Bloc countries. ‘

B. Trensmitting Focilities.

1. Description of Fucilities.

, fhe Pirst rodio tramemitter in Albanie ves instelled by the
government near Tirans in 1938. It opersted on high frequencies with an
estimated output of 3 kw. It was employed part time for brocdeasting and
part time for fixed radiotelephone and rediotelepraph service with Italy.
In 1940, plane were made to add a more poverful 50-kv medium-frequency

trenemitter for the broadcasting service, but these plons appe,  to have
been sbendoned or laid aside becauge of World War XX,

In 1943, Italian-built broadeasting trensmitters were reported
to be in service in T4rena, Korce, and GJjinokaster, operating on medium
frequencies and at Peshkop? (frequency not knovn), relaying the programs
ordginating at Tirsna. _ '

-7 -
S~E~C=R=E-T
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In 1946, Radio Tirana employed $ts one 3-kw high-frequency
trensmitter for broadcasting the Albanian International Service snd the
Albenisn Bome Service, devoting 3.25 hours daily to the International
Service and 4.5 hours daily to the Home Service. A medium-fre ney
redicbroedeasting station was in operation at Shkoder (Scutari), end the
station at Peshkopi wes no longer in service. 20/

By 1951, rediocbroadcesting stations had been added at Bftelin
and Vlora, and work had begun on the construetion of a 50-kw mediume
frequency station neer Tirana. 21/ 'This station begen operation in
February or March 1952, The transmitter, purportedly a "gift" of the
USER, ie alleged to have been of Hungerian memufacture end to have been

aid for by Albenie by delivery to the USSR of raw materials valued at
gBOO,,OOOo Installation wes under the supervision of Soviet personnel,

end Czechoslovak, Bungerian, Germen, and Polish technical personmel are
reported to have participsted. It fs improbeble that technicians from so
many countries ectually were involved, but it £s s reasonsble eggumption
that the technliciens were of other than Albenian natfonality, 22/

At present there are 9 tranamittere et the 6 locations. Both
medium and high frequencies are employed at Tirane end Koree, high
frequencies only are employed at Vlora snd Shkoder » and medium fregquencies
only are employed at Gjinokaster and Stalin. The Five Year Plan of the
Albanién People's Republic (1951-55) foresees the conmstruction of a new
Radio House in Tirens, encompassing modern radiobroadcasting techniques in
studio design. There is no evidence that this Rodio House has been con~
structed or is octually under construction. 23/ 4

. From the sparse informatfom availsble end beceuse of the
mounteinous terrain of the arem, it is impossible to estimate the radio~
broadecasting coverage of Albenia. Four of the stotions ere lecated in the
southern portion, 1 in the central portion, and 1 in the northern portion
of the country. Their reported locetions, power, end frequencies of opers.e
tion are shown in Tuble 3.%*

2. Utilization of Facilities.

Roedio Tirens orfginotes both the Albanjan Internotional Service
and the Albenien Home Service., The Albanian Internationsl Bervice is -
directed to sudiences sbroad, snd the Albanisn Home Bervice is addressed to
the netional aumdience.

- ‘¥n 1946 the Albanisn Internotional Serivee offered dedly 3.25
hours of progrems in 10 lengueges, including Albanien, with 15- to 30-mimate

- # Tgble 3 followe on P. 9.

-8 .
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Teble 3

Reported Rediobrosdcasting Stetions in Albenisa
1 October 1953 24/

Power Fréquency
Clty ) {(ke)

Gjinokaster 0.25 1,430
Koree 0.20 1,088

0.10 5,820, 8,500
Shkoder {Scutari) 0,20 8,215
Stalin {Kucov) 0,10 1,200
Tirena 50,00 358

1 _
3.00 h:aeop 6,084, 6,560, 7,210,
7.850, 9,960, 15,630

Vliere : . 0.30 8,500

programs devoted to Serbo-Croat, Italien, Rumanien Rusgian, Bulgerien,
Turkish, French, Greek, English, and Albenlen. In 1951 the total program
time hed increesed to 5 hours daily. In 1952 e German-langusge program
vas added. By the summer of 1953 the Albsuilen Internstionsi Service had
been expended to 8.5 hours daily. In considersiion of the relatively wesk
gignal of Radio Tirema's high-frequency transmitter, the effectiveness of
its eignal st sny great distance is questioneble. The motivation behind
the policy to broadcaest programs in such a veriety of languages, with the
attendant expense in program preparation, trensletion; snd announcement is
not known. '

There appeers to heve been a marked change in policy in September
1953, All programs in langusges of other Soviet Bloc countries and in
Turkish were discontinued, but the length of programs beling brosdcast in
Albenian, French, end English end in the lengusges of Albania’s neighboring
countries -- Greek, Serbo-Croat,and Italisn -~ was increased so that total
redicbroadcast time of the Albanian Internationsl Service was reduced by
cnly 1.5 hours -- to 7 hours daily. This shift to longer progreus in .
langusges with the greater audience potential eppeers to be a move toward .
more effective utilizaetion of fecilities at less cost. 25/

- 0w
SeBi=C«R=f~T
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The Albentan Home Service has been expanded from 4.5 hours
daily in 1946 to 11 hours dafly in 1951 and 14.5 houre on Sundey in 1953.
Moscow-originated programs are included daily in its schedule. The
stetions at Vlora, Korce ¢ GJinokaster, and Stalin relay portions of the
Albanisn Home Service. Complete time schedules of thege stations are
not available. Shkoder not only relays portions of the Albanian Home
service, but also originates sowe programs of local interest. -

Extensive use 1s made of the 50.Iy medium-frequency trensmitter
et Tirena. It 4s employed for the transmission of the Albanian Home
Service until its conclusion at 2200 GMT. Then it is shifted to trang=
migsion of the International Service brograms in Greek, Serbo-Crogt, and
ftalian. This should result 4n the laying down of a considersbly stronger
signal in the peighboring countries of Greece, ftaly, snd Yugoslevie
during the hours 2200 to 2330 ‘e, .

The one Albanian program addresged to North Aweriea weekly is
relayed to Redio Sofia (Bulgenia) for transmiseion by its more powerful
high frequency transmitter sfter the reguler day's schedule of prograng
hes been completed and ig rebroadcest by Sofia at a later date, 26

Upon apnocuncement of the Intended congtruction of & 50-ky
medivm-frequency redicbrosdcast transmitter neayr Tdrane, reports from o
variety of sources 2ndicate thet the Soviet intention was tutilize this
transmivter for dfrect medium-frequency broadcests to the reople of North
Africa and the Middle Eagt, Thees reports gained credibility by the
ennouncement of the Albsnian radio on 10 October 1951 of vacancies for
German-, Arabic- s and Spa.niah—épeaking aonocuncers.  In the summer of 1952,
a l5-minute daily roediocbrosdcast in Germsn wag added, which later was ine- .
creased to 30 minutes daily, but no programs 2n Spanish or Arsbic have been
8dded by Rodio Tirana. 27/ | |

In general, med Lun-frequency radicbroadcast transmission hag
the greatest audlepnce botential. From the point of view of furtherance of
Commmigt propegende and for the refutation of radicbroadcasts of the
Wegtern pations, an effective medium-frequency radiobroadcast station In
Albanie would extend geographically the nediws-frequency radiobroadcagt
coversge of the Soviet Bioe in the Mediterraneen erea. lack of linguistically
copeble personnel in Albania should not prevent the use of Albenlan trange
mitters for radicbroadessts in the lenguage of the Middle East or in Spanish,
as such programs could be provided by recorded medis or by radio or wire -
relay from other sources within the USSR. Radio Moscow transmits daily an
average of 1.5 hours each of programs in Arebic and Spanish. The reagons
for this probable change In Plane are not clear, but among the boasibilities,
the followfng merit consideration:

- 10 -
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a. Fleld tests dieclosed the strength of the signal latd down in
the areas of the Avsbic- apd Spanish-spesking audiences to be insdequate;

b. Beesuse of internal conditions in Albania, it wae declded that
this trepmnitter wes needed for home propegasids purposes; and

¢. Other international political snd economic conditions ceused &
high-level policy decision against pursuing this mesns of propagandizetion
at the time, ' . n _

C. Television snd Frequency Modulatiom.

here are no television or frequsucy mocutetion redicbroadcasting
stations presently in operation in Albanis, nor is there evidence of
utilizetion of these modern techniyucs during the ternm of the present
Five Yesr Pian. In May and June 1952 a conference was beld in Stockholm,
fweden, sttended hy representetives of 31 BEuropeas comtries belonging to
the Tpternationsl Telsccommication Unfion, to discuss & frequency ailoch-
tion plan for Burope for the very-high-frequency (VEF) bands set asife for
broadcasting by the Ynternationel Teleccmrminication and Radio Gonferences,
Mlantic City, 1O4T.% At the Stockholm conferepce, the delegation of the
USER presented for consideration & complete frequency essigument plan for
the P brosdessting benfs for all Hurope. The plan Included proposed
frequency sssigments for four locations in Albania.¥% Thls, however,
appesrs to represent an sttempt at internsational allocation of apn unex.
ploited coammon resource rather then immediate need of or lntention to
utilize this resource by the govermment of Aldenie. Albenia had no direct
representetion at this conference. The statement of Albania’s requirements
was sigued by a mewber of the Hungarien delsgation in the name of the
People's Repmiblic of Albania. 28/

IIT. Reeceiving Bouipment in Albande.

A, Yunber, Charscterigtics, and Distribution of Redicbrosdcast Receivers.
1. Numer.

In most countries of the Soviel Bloc, mach publicity hes been
glven during the postwex years to fhe growth of radicfication. This

“¥ At the Atlemtic City conferences o worldwide service {for example, broad~
casting, Pived, meritjme, seronsutical}, allocation of the radio specirum was
adopted.

*%  The proposed assignment plea of the USSR wes not adopted by the Stockholm
conference, and fhe assigusent plan as finally drawn up wes not accepted by
the countries of the Soviet Bloc, : '

w 11 =
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information, for Albenia, is sparse, fragmentary, and vague mnd is believed
to be unrelisble. Tsble 4 shows informetion from finfehed intelligence
papers and from broadcasting trede Jowrnsl sources as to the reported
numbers of radiobrosdcast receivers in Albania In selected years from 1938
to 1952. The figures for the years 1946.49 are believed to be inaccurate.

Reported Numbers of Redicbroefcast Reception Facilities in Albania
Selected Years, 1938-52 -

1938 ' 3,000

29
1943 ' 5
1946 (end of No_vemher; ; ' 20,000 af b %
13::'81 {end of Novex;ber E(B), Sh5 f_-c// ) 32;
1 end of year : 025 b/ ,
i%g ' uogooo-;g:%_ B/ gg/
1951 | 19,000 @
igs2 15,000-19, 000 38/

8. Number of listeners. v :
b. Includes subscribers to relay exchanges. Figures are not
Tully understood and are believed to be Inaccurate. (See text.)

In 1943 there were estimated %o have been 75500 radicbrosdcast
receivers in Albania, An official cemsus of radio listeners is reported to
have disclosed 20,000 listeners as of 1 December 1946 and 28,545 ligteners
as of 1 December 1947. Whether these figuree represent the nutber of _
licenses for independent receivers and for wired loudspesakers or a census
of the rumber of persons in householde having rediocbroesdcast receivers apd
Joudspeakers is not clear. The figure 40,025 for the end of 1948 is
quelified as the "mumber of sete in use," in 1 iechnical Journal end “ipe
cludes ligteners {underscoring _eupplieds and subgeribers to relay exchunges”
in enother technical journal. Figures published on broadcast reception for
" 1946-49 indicate thet wire-diffusion loudspeskers are included as well sas
independent receivers.

Enferencea drawn f_rbm publighed data imply an aversge annual
increase of smearly 7,000 subscribere to wire-diffusion systems for the

"’12"
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h-year period 1946-49, This figure is dependent upon & number of
assumptione. _ |

5. The muiber of independent receivers increased from T,500 in 1943
%o 10,000 in 1946, and the iastallation of wire-diffusion systems began in
1946, _ ‘

b. The mumber of independent receivers increasged by everage anmaal
fnerements of 2,500 from 10,000 #n 1946 to 20,000 in 1950, and there were,
therefore, 17,500 independent receivers in 19hk9,

c. The figure of 45,000 shown in Tsble 4 for 1949 includes independent
receivera snd subscribers to wire-diffusion pystens.

A totel of 27,500 subseribers to wire-diffusion systems in 1949 is obtained
by subtracting 17,500 independent receivers from the 45,000 figure. Hence

the everage rate of growth in subecribvers to wire-diffusion systeme during

the b-year period would appear to be 6,875.

, More recent information from Redfo Tirana, however, does not
support this rate of growth bui indicates that rediofication is hardly

begun. A typical example is quoted:

CPYRGHT "phe progressive extention of radio throughout the country

CPYRGHT

has contioned saccessfully. In 1950, 170 loudspeekers were
installed. in workers' centers, clubs, ete. Seven receiving
atations were set up in towns of some size which had noue,
ond 60 wired relay centers were installed in Tirana {cultural
centers, various establishments) end other towns." 39/

In 1951, 70 wired radio centers were reported to be in operation. 51_0/ In
1952 the Albanien Radio Committee is reported to have imported 180 loud-
speskers and & congidersble murber of smplifiers. 41/ There were also

reported to be ['11 powerful radio-recelving apd wire-transuitting centers |
CPYRGHT | and 800 emaller Umes S AtvEieT REl —

Albanie's FPive Yesr Plan does not place so great emphasis on
radiofication as on education and the estsblisbment of cultural
ingtitutions.#* The Plen includes an Increase in Albenien "Houses of
Culture" to 25 spd in the number of reading rooms to 343. Albanien radio-
broedcasts contimelly stress education at all levels, but there is no
indleation that radiobrosdcasting facillities are being employed inm relation
theveto. ’ ' ’

F Vo The dstalls of Albania's Five Year Plan as described in Department of
Stete Intelligence Report No. 6049, 31 December 1952, C, there is no refersuce
to radiofication although mach stress is 1laid on education snd cultural in-
gtitutions.
: - 13 -
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There does not appear tc have been any general confiscation of
receivers under the Communist regime.

The lack of electric power supply except in citiee and the lack
of sufficient technically traeined personnel to operate an extensive wire-
diffusion network support the conclusion that wire-diffusion is being
carried out very slowly. On 13 Februsry 1953 a press transmission by
the Albanisn Telegreph Agency {ATA) in French Morse to Europe, which is
guoted below: gave further support to the paucity of radiofication installa.-

tions.

" cso in towns and lerge industrisl centers where electric
power is avajlable, begides increasing the mumber of ordinery
sets & gtart will be made (wnderscoring supplied) along

Soviet lines with the installation of radic listening centers. "

2. Characterietics.

: Receivers in uee in Albanis before World War II sre reported to

have been chiefly of Italiam, Netherland (Phllips), end German {Telefunken)
make. %3/ No descriptions of these recelvers are aveilsble. . Recsuse of the
gbsence of any transmitting stations in Albanie prior to 1938, however, it
may be assumed that purchesers of radicbroadeast receivers obtained sets
efficient enough to receive progrems from scme dfstagce. As the ITtalian
station et Barli ig reported to have been very populsr with the Albantisuns
end to bave transmitted some progrems In the Albanien languege on medium
frequencies, it is probable thet most of the receivers possessed by
Alvenisns covered the medium-frequency broadeest band. Firther, es the
first station constructed in Albanie brosdcast on high frequencies, it may
be sssumed thet e large mmber of the receivers in Albanis were also capsble
- of reception on high frequencies. At the present time, the Albanian Home
Service is trensmitted on both medfum and high Trequencies.

Recelivers presently in use in Albanie are reported to include
US, Italian, Foglich, Netherland, and Germen mekes. Most of these receivers
ere reported to heve both medium«-and high-freguency reception capablilities.
Receivars, powered by external electricity, were reported to have been
"reagonably cheap” up to 1950, No battery sets were obtafnable. y_ly

In 1952, used receivers and new receivers of Czechoslovek and
Soviet manmufacture were reported to be on unrestricted sale in the State
shope in Tirana. 'The prices of the new receivers renged from 310.000 to
16,000 leks. No information is availshle as to their charmcteristics. b5/

Begtnning in late 1952, crystal raceivers end bettery-powered
tube receiyers are reported to have been distributed in Albanian villages

o o=
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in regions which were not supplied with electricity. fhe quantity of crystel
receivers is not known, but "several bundred" are reported to have been
manufactured in Hungary for Albanie in 1952. Crystal receivers require no
outside source of power, ere relatively insensitive, and have little
capshility to recejve distantly transmitted signals. They cost very little
by comperison with tube receivers and have a low raie of depreciation. Con-
sidersble numbers are in uge in the USSR. 46/

3 a Djv Btribution &

Distribution of tube broasdcast receivers in Albanis is limited
chiefly to cities where electric power is svailable. As of ] Jemuary 1952,
5,000 receivers are estimated to have been in use in Tirana, with 8 large
portion of the remainder in Shkoder, Xorce, Elbasen, Durres, Vlcne,
#iinokester, and Berat.® With e natliopal population estimated at 1.2 mil-
liom end exn egtimated distribution of 19,000 receivers, there s
approximetely 1 recelver for every 63 persons. Becmise dlstribution of
broadeast recaivers is limited mainly to urban end suburben areas, perhaps
5 more accurste picture is obtsined by en estimete of 1 recelver to every
10 to 15 persons in urban ereas, with negligible distribution in the rural
areas. 18/ Crystsl receivers or battery.powered tube receivers are re-~
ported To beve increesed distribution in rursl areas by 25 percent during

1952. 49/
b, w ire-Diffusion.

Published figures on radicbroasdcast reception facilities in-
dtcate that loudspeaker installations were included as early as 1946,
Yhere is, however, little indication of these installations uwatil 1950,
These appear to be of two types. The major centers appear to comsist of
a central receiver with equipment to relay programs by wire to louwdspeakers
at various locstions within a town or village. 'The minor centere appear to
consist of either a radiobrosdcast receiver or direct wire connection to
relay progrems from the trensmitting station tc one loudspeeker or to a
smell nueber of loudspeakers for group listening in industrial and mining
centers, workers® clubs, and other semipublic and public gathering places.
Thera is no indicetion of the installation of wire-diffusion loudspeekers
in privete dwellings. ' _

Some progresg appears to have been made in instailation of wire=-
diffusion systems in 1950 and 1951, which has probebly been contimved, but

¥ Fetimaied populetions: Tirens, 86,000; Shkoder, 34,000; Korce, 2b,000;
Elbasgan, 15,000; Durres, 15,000; Vlome, 15,000; Gjinokester, 11,000; and
Berat, i2,000. 47/
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there is insufficient information available to warrant presenmtetion in
tebuler form. 5 '

B. Avedlsbility of Rediobrosdcast Receivers.

- 1. Menwfacture.

Albenis hed negligible industrial development prior to the
accession of the Commmist regime. There is no evidence of production of
telecommmnicetions equipment. : .

A State-owned radio repair shop 1s located in Tirens. 50/

2. Imports.

A1l electronic equipment is imported into Albania. BDefore
World War II, radicbrosdcast receivers were obtained mainly from Italy,
the Netherlende, and Germany. Under the present regime, all electronic
equipment appeers to be obteined from the USSR and other Soviet Bloc
countries. This includes radidbroedcast receivers from the USSR, redice
brosdcast receivers end redioc materials from Crechoslovaskis, radio tubes
from East Germany, telephone svd redio equipment, batteries, radio tubes,
loudspeakers, microphones, end spare parts from Hungary. 51/ The
quantities are not known. DBecsuse of Albaniats low rroductivity and
yrimitive methode of production, the country is considered an economic
1iability which the USSR retains ae a Satellite, chiefly because of the
strategic value of Lts geographical position on the Mediterrenean Sea.
The Albenians ave not self-mufficient in foodstuffs or other vital
neceesities of 1ife which must be supplied by the Bloc. 52/ It is highly
improbable thet the Bloc is furnishing such luxury items es radliobroadcast
recelvers, except insofar as they ars considered necessary to furkher Soviet
obJectives. :

‘3. Avallsbility.

Ownershlp of redicbrosdeast receivers by individusls is not
forbidden, and both old aml new sets are reported to have been on sale in
the State shop in Tirena up to 1952. Purchaeers, hovever, are ususlly
Party organizations, trade unions, end private indfvidusls whose support
of the regime is unquestioned. , -

The new receivers, of Czechoslovak and Soviet manufactyre, are
reported to be priced at from 10,000 to 16,000 leks (& price economically
Drohibitive to the gemeral public). Tubes end replacement paerts are
difficult to ocdbtain. 53/ _
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iV. Regulatliong and Conditions of Listening.

A. Re@latiomo

Freedon to listen to any program they tdght choose under circum-
stances of their own chkoosing was first denied to the Albaniens during
the perfod of occupation by the Axis powers in World Wer 1. It was
illegal to listen to the Allies' short-wave broadcaste or to listen to
any brosdeaste in groups of more than three persons, except in public
places. Croup listening was introduced during this perlod, when the
authorities placed loudspeakers In the village squeres Iin order to in-
crease the total listening audience ~- but to increase that sudience
under conditions of surveillance. 54/

Unconfimmed reports state that listening to foreign broadcasts
was sgain expressly forbidden in Albanie by a law epacted In Jenuary 1953,
tinder this law, persons eccused of heving Uistened to foreiga brosdcasts
will be sentenced to between 5 and 20 years in prison and to confiscation
of their property, end those who are caught spreading foreign news reports
will receive even more severe punishments. 55/ '

Before January 1953 there was no law, decree, or regulstion in
Albanie vwhich specifically forbade listening to foreign brosdcasts, but.
aipgemination of informetion thus cbtalned was congidered a cxime against
the State, under the Lew for the Defense of Peace; sdopted In January 1952,
carrying severe punlshments, including confiscation of property esnd long-
term fmprisonment. In a police state the authorities are not necesssrily
idnmited by existing laws, and; conversely, by the lack of the necessary
laws if they wish to carry out & certain line of sction. The most common
methods employed by Albemion emthorities to restrict listening to foreign
anti-Commmigt brosdeasts eppear to heve been lnsinusticn and intimidation.
Even though there was no specific law sgainst listening to Western broed-
casts, the general public wags led to belleve thet it was forbidden. 56/
This condition prevails in most countries of the Boviet Bloc.

Al radicbroadenst receivers ore registered and are texed amnnally
by State aathorities. . Strict survelllsnce of ovnersghip is maintained by
requiring thet the owner present his previocus yearfs permit when moking
the tax payment. Heavy penalties are provided for those who fall to re-
gister their receivers. 57/ ‘

Several. reports of widespread confiscation of radicbroadcast
receivers of the Albenisn civil population appear to be discredited by
other repuris of grester relisbility that efficient receivers are still in
the hande of the gemeral public. Receivers belonging to persons considered

o l? o

B~E=CoReEaT

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0



Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0
' BeBaCoReE-T

politically unrelisble are reported to have been conflecated, amd 1t is
quite probsble that other instp.ncea of confiscation for "cause" have

occurred also. 58/

Another effective mans of praventing listening to Western broad-
cagte which the Albanian authorities ere reported to have employed is the
cutting off of the electric power supply during the evening hours, 59/

B. Conditions of Listening.

The ideal situation for listening to Western broadcasts would be
for individusls to possess, in_ their own houses, operable, tunsble receivers
which include high-frequency components. Such things as reducing the
avallabllity and maintenence of high-frequency receivers, installation of
wire-diffusion eystems, snd the use of group listening centers all would
baye a tendency to minimize the potentlal number of Listenzrs to theee
Western brosdcasts. : '

. Redio listening pleys d negligible part in the 1ife of the average
Albanian, except for thet one~fifth to one~gixth of the population dwelling
in cities supplied with electric power. Those few recelvers now being
distributed in rural areas lack sensitivity to permit significant reception
of Western broasdcasts. In the rurel areas, therefore, there ig no listening
audfence worthy cf the name, ' -

In the cities supplied with electricity, radicbroadeast roception
bas been fairly commonplsce since the 1930°s., Until 1950, radicbroadcsst
receivers were said to be on sale at "reasonably cheap” prices in Tirvana. 60/

Since 1950 receivers produced by the Soviet Bloc have been priced beyond
the economic meens of the avergge individual. The majority of receivers

Another deterrent to radicbroadesst listening is the lack of a re-
lieble an? continuous power supply. There are meny reports of lack of
electric cwrrent supply during the daylight hours and also during the late
evening and eerly morning hours. o

The fustallation of wire-dtffusion nete precludes freedom of program
selection by the listener. This is not yet, hovever, extensivg in Albania.

Overriding all other limitatlions is the fact that all listening +to
Western brosdcasts, rerforce, must be accomplisbed. clendestinely in order
to sscape poseidble reprisals by the asthorities.

< 18 .

e e e mew Gwe e

Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0



Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0
S«EeC-R-E«T .

C, dJemming.# -

Reports indicate that little Ja:ming wes employed through the yesar
1952, end lack of informetion on reception in 1953 prevents an accurate
current assessment. JIn the Soviet Rloc, Jamming of Weeterm broadcasts is
done either by trenasmitters located in the country toward which the
Wegtern broadcast is directed or by transmitters located In other Bloe
countries. It is, however, possible that. there are technical congidera-
ticns vhich prevent en extensive Jamming effort in Albania. Among the
posssbilities are (1) = shortege of janming trensmitters located within
Albanisa, (2) propegation conditions which prevent effective Jerming
signals coming from other Bloc cmhrtries,; : {3) en inadequate monitoring
system in Albanis to direct Jarming operstions. Nevertheless, it must be
presuned that some capability of Jamming Wegtern broadcasbs ‘o Albania
gximts. -

¥ Effeetivem*ss of Western Promnﬂa Broadcastan

A Size of the Audience.

Reports concerning rediobroadcest ustenmg in Albania are few and
have been chtained chiefly from Albanien escapees .end returped priscners of
war. Yo reports are availeble concerning reception in the year 1953. '
Those reports of reception before 1953, however; are unique in that they
claim unenimously that clandestine listening to Wesiern broaﬂcafts wes
done regularly by practg,cally everyone who possessed the requigite receiver,
It is probeble that the Albanisn suthorities were cognizant of this
situation in thet Redio Tirena fe reported to have issued refutations within
hours after a particular program had been transmitted by e Western broafi-
caster., Although there are only & smell muiber of radiobroasdcast receivers
in Albanis (19,000 to 20,000}, the proportinate direct sudience for Western
broedcasts appesrs to be unusually high. In sdditfon, the Parther propags~
tion of Western brosdcasts by word~of-mouth is believed to be greater than
that of other Goviet Satellite coumtries. Ope source egtimated thet by
word-of -mouth relay, approximately 75 percent of the entire Albanian
popula.ti.on was kexrb informed of news of the outside (Western) world,

The reported enrctuent in Jenuery 1953 of a law pmohibi’cing Listening
to Hegtern brosdcasts Is a further indicator that wideapread listening was

prevalent in Albanis, The most effective method to prevent ligtening to
Wegtern broedcasts would be the confiscetion of raﬂiobmadcaat receivers.

¥ This section m prepared by OSL.
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This, however, would aleo prevent the desived reception of the desired
progreams, originating in the Soviet Bloc.* There 1s no Information
avallable from which to estimste the prevalence of clendestine listening
to Western broadcaste since Jenuery 1953, 61/ . _

B, HNeture of the Auvdlence.

The direct audience in Albania is limited chiefly to the urhsn
- population who possess brosdcast receivers. No Information iz avalleble
as to the pature of the jistening emdience during the Year. 1953; but from
reporte covering the postwer yesrs 194652 1t appears that everyone
rossessing s radlo, Including Commmist Party members and govermont
officiels, listesed to foreign broedeasts. In efdition to Party membere
and government officisls, this would inelude mainly eivil servants, -
teachers and others of the small professionsl group of the population;
end former merchants snd tredesmen rather then peagent farmers or herdgmen,
Or the recently sppearing industrisl worker. 62

C. Popular Stations, Freguencies, and Times for Listening,

Decause of its unigue location, virtually surrounded by the non-
Boviet Bloc countries, Greece and Yugoslavia, and with Itely only a short
gistance awey across the Adriatic Bea; and because of the sbsence of
extensive locel jarming sctivities, Albanis is guite vulnerable to the
reception of Western brosdcaests on medium frequencies on a local basls, as
well as the more distant high-frequency transmissions of stations of the
VOA apd BEC. Progrers on both medium and high frequencles were sasily
received in Albanie through 1952, with nediun-frequency reception dependent
to some extent upon precige geographicel locetion,

VOA and BEC programs appesred to be the mogt popular received on
high frequencies, with VOA programs having a slight edge in popularity
since 1919, RBC progrems are repurted to have suffered a decline in
Popularity uwhem Albeniens became Gistrustful of the BEC Albanien-langusge
suncuncer end because HAC progroms devoted very 1little time to events
oceurring within Albania. RFE progroms are believed to have hed little
or no reception in Albsnia before their discontimuance in Oetcber 1953.

Progrome received in the early morning, sround noon, in the early
evening (1500 to 1700, local time) and in the late evening (2200 to 0100,
local time) ail bave some smdiénce in Albania. Becauss of working hours,
- erowded 1iving conditioms; and police survelllance, the late evening
hours appesr to be the preferred time for Listening, with the early evening
hours in second place. 63/ - '
¥ There ie mo evidence of widespread confiscation of radicbroadcast

recelvers in any country in the Soviet Bloe,

.-'?.Ofn

S-E-0-R-E-T ' o
Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0

*



Approved For Release 1999/09/02 : CIA-RDP79-01093A000400130001-0
S-E~C-R-E-T

e I )

0. Some Economic Effects of Western Broedeasgts.

The economfc effects of Western brosdcasts upon eny country of
T Soviet Bloc may usually be considered as (1) the effort expended to
prevent or minimize listening to such broedcasts and (2) the effecta of
these‘broadcasts on the moods, thinking, end behavior of the people.

" 'As regerds Albenis, there appears to be po significent expepditure
of either mexpower or materials to prevent listening. GSurveillance
personunel does not appear to exceed that employed for routioe police
survelllance measures. The amounts of material and menpower invested in
the estsblishment of group listening centers and radioficetion is believed
to be very =mail, o ) _ o

. Radio Tirene is reported to have issued refutations of various
Wegtern broadcests within hours of their trapamission. OCbviouely, some
pergonnel are devoted to monitoring such brosdcasts and the preperation
of refutatioms. It ie probable, however, that such progreams serve to
further the Communist Party propaganda line, sad thelr preparation can
hardly be clagsed as an extranecus economic expenditure.

Ar to the effwcts of Western broadcasts upon the moods, thinking,
aud behavior of the people, the Communist reign of terror over the
traditionally rebellious-to-suthority Albanisns is reported to be so
strict and extensive as to preclude any efforts at gquelity ssbotage of
products or at work slowdowns fn Albania’s newly created indugtries. The

- difference between gbility to produce and willingness to produce, which
ean be a very important factor ip total produciicon, cennot be neasured
in relation to the influence of Wegtern bromdcasts over the population.
The chief value of \estern broadcasts appears 1o be their salutary effect
in sustaining the morale of those Albaniang who hope for eventual libers-
tion from Commmist comtrol. 64/ : ’ -

¥i. Tremds and Conclusions.

The instailation of the 50~kw transmitter near Tirema wes the only
major addftion to the radicbrosdcesting trensmission base fn Albania in-
cluded fn the current Five Year Plan. It is probsble that present radio-
broedcasting coverage of the country is fair, despite its mountainous
terrain. In consideration of ite present coversge and in Juxtapositn
to the pilenned industriaslization of Albanis with its progvem of develop-
mert of mining, water power vesources, and memifecturing, the further
extension of Albania’s broadcesting transmission bage appears unlikely.
There is no evidence of plane for developmeni of either asural or visual

-
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broadeasting on very high frequencies (VEF), notwithstending requirements
for these pervices which were submitted to the Stockholm conference in 1952,

General availsbility of iudependent radicbroadcast receivers of high
seneitivity in Albanie sppears to have come to an end in about 1950.
8poradic confiscations probebly have removed such recéivers fram the
DPossession of persons considered politically unrelisble. Through limite~
tions op imports, both as to quality and number and through prices pro«

. bibitive to the general public, the distribution of independent receivers
eppears 10 have been controlled effectively since that time. The installa-
tion of wire-diffusion nete has been limited to the streets of villages,
cultural esteblishments, and fndustrisl and mining centers. More wide-
srread extensgion of radfofication pecbebly swaits extension of the
electric power net and the training of adequate personpnel. Xt ig likely
that rediofication of the country will proceed at & very slow rate «-
chiefly, through instellation of wire-diffusion systemg.

Although 1t ie reported that listening to non-Soviet Bloc broadeasts
ie specifically prohibited in Albenis, such listening iz helleved to have
been widespreed among those Albanians who hed acecess to the requieite
radicbrosdcast receivers before the ensctment of the decree, The totel
andience is believed to have been epproximately one-sixth of the population.
Further, {t is believed that by further word-of-mouth transmission, from
50 percent to T5 percenmt of the people were kept Infarmed of newa of the
Western world. ‘

o information is availsble as to the effect of the reported decree

bemning non<Soviet Bloc brosdedet listening by the publie, either as to
whether the suthorities have baen successful in enforcement or even as to

the extent of the curtailment of listening,

That Vestern broadcasts have hed & negligible undesireble effect -- to
the Albenien authorities -~ is indfcated by the relatively few preventative
meagures viich heve been underteken. Jamming, which hes been the chief '
method of preventing reception of honeSoviet Bloc broadeagte in other .
countries of the Soviet Bloc, has not been employed to 80 great an extent

. in Albanie ae-in other Bloc countries; Neither hae replacement of in-
dependent broadcast recelvers by radiodiffusion nete been carried out to

‘any merked extent.

From time to time the turning off of the electric powexr supply dwring
the time of & specific broadcast, sporadic confiscation of broadcast re-
cefvers “for cause," end thrests and intimidation of Lhe populace appear
to have been the chief measures to prevent, listening wntil Jemuary 1953,
vhen a decree Lz reported to have been adopied which specifically prohibited
listening to nom-Soviet Bloc broedeasts,

Lo 22w
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¥ £s believed that the cconomic effects of foreign brosdcasts have
ween negliigible spd thot such broadcasts have served chiefly to hulld
the morale of those Albontans who hope for eventual liberstion from
. Commmist domination.
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The production of this report has developed mﬁnl,y qualitetive rathey
than quentitative iaformetion. Few precipe figures have been included.

The tota,ls of radiobroedcosting hours transmitted to Albanien audiences,
both foreign and dosestic, were cbtazined from overtly published material
of the brosdeasting ggencies snd from reports besed on monitoring.

The estimates of redicbroellcast receivers were obteined chiefly from
guesi-official [trode jJournal) publications of the several Baropean
brosdeesting orgenizations. Published figures for the years 1946.50 were
rejecind in favor of estimotesz baped on figres more recently publicized by
the Albanfen rodio. FEecause of the confusion in published figures, there
ip considored to be insufficient data on vhich to extrapolate estimates
on broodeast receivera in Albanfs to the year 1955 {the last yesr of the
Alhenten Pive Year Piam).
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GAPS 1IN INTEILYGENCE

l. {eneral.

~ Fo general sconomifc study om Albanie wes aveilshle for background
material. There is a general lack of over-all statistical dsta.

2, Bpecific.

Additional information ie needed on govermment organization, laws,
and State activitiees eoncerning broedeasting snd redicbroadcasting
ligtening, Confirmation of the reported decree specifically banning
reception of non-Soviet DBloc broadcasts is especlally needed.

No information is avafleble on the numbers and types of perzonnel
engaged in program and operational agpects .of radiobroadcasting in Albania.

No tnformaticn is aveileble as to the steps being taken to train
technical and programming personnsl for Albenfsn radiobroadcasting.

Information on the progress of the fnstallation of wire-diffusion
gystems is fragmentery and conflicting.

Additional information is aelsc needed on the import, availebility, and
pricea of radicbroadcast receivers.

o informetion 4s available on specific instamces of listening or con-
ditions of listening to Western brosdcasts during the year 1953.

3. Flling Gops.

Efforts ofill gape have been proceeding on two broad fronta -« the
general and the specific. As for the general, a Telscommnicetions Working
Group of the EIC Subcommittee on Requirements and Facillities for Collation
has undertaken to develop a complete new get of requirements mammials geared
to the specific capebilities of the various collection agencies, along with
the egteblishment of priorities according to subject matier and country.

In consonance with this program, working groups of the EIC Subcommitiee

on Elsctronics and Telecommmieations are now preparing o szet of survey

sheets on the Soviet Bloc countries, which will measure the state of owr
intelligence in the field, the deficiencies, and the reasons for the

o 2’( .
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the deficiencies. This over-all progrem, when put into effect, ghould
greatly improve the guantity amd quality of raw material am ghould help
to £ill some of our more wide~open geps.

Ag for the specific efforts, adventage is taken of knowledgesble
sourceg discovered in the daily reeding process by the initiation of
specific requirements geared to our known geps and the competence of the
zgurce. Buch opportunities are rare with respect to Albanian telecommntcas

(o) s T
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EOURCES AND EVATUATION OF SCURCES

1. FEvsluation of Bources. 25X1C

b. FRecedving Equlpment in Albania.

25X1C Tuformatiog op pumbere of radicbropdesat resetvars bhefore LOU6
vas obtaived from Thigs informa-
tion is comsidered relieble., Sibnilar information for the years 1846-50
was obtained chiefly from quesi-officisl (trade Journal) publications of
the several Furopean broodcasting orgenizations. These figures ere cons
sidered insccurste, in the light of more recent informstion publicized by
the Albanisn redio.

¢.. Regulations and Conditions of Listuning.

Toformation on the reguistions was from overt.ly published
nevepegers ond informetion reports. This information is believed to hove
good relisbdlity, except for the report of the decree banning listening
o non-Soviet Bloe brosfcests, The first report of this decree came from
the Yugoslev press,; apd & second report of it come frow the Austrian press
a Tew weeks lster. This informstion would have greater credlbility if it
were confirned by Boviet RBloe socurces. .

4o Effectivencss of Western Broasdcasts.

Information on the size and nature of the sudience W3 obtained
almast entirely from unevalusted informetion reports and was fragmentery
in neture. Wevertheless, this information supports conclusions reached by
methods of deduction, based om other known factors, and it relilability e
believed to be good.
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2. Bourees.

Evaluations, following the classification entry and designated “"Bval.,"
have the following significante:

Source of Information Information

A - Campletely relisble 1 -~ Confirmed by othexr sources

B « Upually relisble. 2 = Probably true

C = Fairly relisble . 3 ~ Possibly tmue

D - Not usually relisble U - Doubtful

E - Not reliable : 5 « Probably false
F » Cannot be judged: 6 « Cannot be judged

Evaluations not otherwise desicnated are those a,ppeafing on the ecited
docunent; thoge designated "RR" are by the author of this report. Ho "RRY
zvaluation is given when the author agrees with the evaluation of the clted

ccunent ..

25X1A
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